[Effects of stress during pregnancy on infant and child development].
The effects of prenatal stress on pregnancy and birth outcomes (prematurity, birthweight) have often been described. More recently, studies have reported the effects of prenatal stress on fetal behavior, leading to the hypothesis that there is a relationship between prenatal maternal mood and fetal behavior. Today, research is focusing on the long-term effects of stress during pregnancy. This article reviews long-term effects of prenatal stress on cognitive and behavioral development in children. In addition, the relationship between prenatal stress and the occurrence of psychopathological disorders is described. Finally, conclusions are drawn on the possible implications and perspectives of research conducted on prenatal stress.